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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 2,3,5,8-11, 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sitaraman et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,427,170 B1. 

2. As to claim 2, Sitaraman et al. teach apparatus comprising: 

an obtaining part which obtains configuration information of terminals sent 
from said terminal (i.e. user information; col. 9, lines 57-67); 

a storing part which stores the newest configuration information of each 
terminal obtained by said obtaining part (col. 9, lines 48-67); 

a generation part which identifies terminals to which resources are 
distributed (i.e. published) on the basis of said resources (e.g. IP addresses) and 
configuration information stored in said storing part, and generates a list 
describing correspondence between said resources and said terminals to which 
said resources are distributed (col. 19, lines 3-62); and 
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a distribution part which distributes said resources described in said list to 
said terminals described in said list (col. 19. lines 3-62). 

3. As to claim 3, Sitaraman et al. teach apparatus wherein said distribution 
part sends a part pertinent to a terminal in said list to said terminal (col. 19, lines 
38-42). 

4. As to claim 5, Sitaraman et al. teach apparatus further comprising: 

an issuing part which issues, to a terminal, an instruction for said terminal 
to send configuration information when a configuration information ID sent from 
said terminal is not the same as the newest configuration information ID which is 
stored in said storing part (i.e. receives latest information; col. 19, lines 30-41); 
and 

wherein said first obtaining part obtains configuration information sent in 
response to said instruction (col. 9, lines 48-67). 

5. As to claim 8, Sitaraman et al. teach apparatus comprising: 

an input part which inputs user information (col. 12, lines 1-13) ; 

a collection part which collects apparatus information of said terminal and 
configuration information of said terminal when said input part inputs said user 
information (col. 9, lines 23-56; col. 11, lines 30-67); and 
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a send part which sends said apparatus information and said configuration 
information, and said user information to said remote maintenance apparatus 
while maintaining correspondences of said apparatus information, said 
configuration information and said user information (col. 19, lines 3-62; col. 11, 
lines 30-67). 

6. As to claim 9, Sitaraman et al. teach wherein said collection part collects 
changed configuration information when a configuration of said terminal is 
changed (i.e. revoke events; col. 9, lines 23-56); and 

said send part sends said changed configuration information to said 
remote maintenance apparatus while bringing said configuration information into 
correspondence with said apparatus information (col. 9, lines 23-56). 

7. As to claim 10, Sitaraman et al. teach wherein said collection part collects 
configuration information when a configuration information ID stored (e.g. IP 
addresses) in said terminal is not the same as a configuration information ID 
stored in said remote maintenance apparatus (i.e. receives latest information; 
col. 19, lines 30-41); and 

said send part sends said configuration information collected at this time 
to said remote maintenance apparatus while bringing said configuration 
information into correspondence with said apparatus information (col. 19, lines 1- 
62). 
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8. As to claim 1 1 , Sitaraman et al. teach apparatus comprising: 

an obtaining part which obtains resources distributed from said remote 
maintenance apparatus (i.e. user information; col. 9, lines 57-67); 

a setting part which sets said resources in an application waiting state (via 
a timer; col. 19, lines 22-33) or in an immediate execution state (i.e. log-out state; 
col. 19, lines 1-6); 

a control part which executes said resources when conditions for releasing 
said application waiting state is satisfied or when said resources are set in said 
immediate execution state (col. 19, lines 22-33; col. 19, lines 1-12). 

9. As to claim 15, Sitaraman et al. teach computer readable medium 
comprising: 

an obtaining program code means which obtains configuration information 
of terminals sent from said terminals (i.e. user information; col. 9, lines 57-67); 

a program code means which accesses a storing part which stores the 
newest configuration information of each terminal obtained by said obtaining 
program code means (col. 9, lines 48-67); 

a generation program code means which identifies terminals to which 
resources are distributed (i.e. published) on the basis of said resources (e.g. IP 
addresses) and configuration information stored in said storing part, and 
generates a list describing correspondence between said resources and said 
terminals to which said resources are distributed (col. 19, lines 3-62); and 
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a distribution program code means which distributes said resources 
described in said list to said terminals described in said list (col. 19. lines 3-62). 

10. As to claim 16, Sitaraman et al. teach computer readable medium 
comprising: 

an input program code means which inputs user information (col. 12, lines 

1-13); 

a collection program code means which collects apparatus information of 
said terminal and configuration information of said terminal when said input part 
inputs said user information (col. 9, lines 23-56; col. 11, lines 30-67); and 

a send program code means which sends said apparatus information and 
said configuration information, and said user information to said remote 
maintenance apparatus while maintaining correspondences of said apparatus 
information, said configuration information and said user information (col. 19, 
lines 3-62; col. 11, lines 30-67). 

11. As to claim 17, Sitaraman et al. teach computer readable medium 
comprising: 

an obtaining program code means which obtains resources distributed 
from said remote maintenance apparatus (i.e. user information; col. 9, lines 57- 
67); 
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a setting program code means which sets said resources in an application 
waiting state (via a timer; col. 19, lines 22-33) or in an immediate execution state 
(i.e. log-out state; col. 19, lines 1-6); 

a control program code means which executes said resources when 
conditions for releasing said application waiting state is satisfied or when said 
resources are set in said immediate execution state (col. 19, lines 22-33; col. 19, 
lines 1-12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

12. Claims 1, 4, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sitaraman et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,427,170 B1, in view of 
Opoczynski, U.S. Pat. No. 5,655,068 further in view of Tonelli et al., U.S. Pat. No. 
6,229,540 B1. 
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13. As to claim 1, Sitaraman et al. teach apparatus comprising: 

a first obtaining part which obtains configuration information of terminals 

sent from said terminal (i.e. user information; col. 9, lines 57-67); and 

a storing part which stores said configuration information obtained by said 

first obtaining part while bringing said configuration information into 

correspondence with generation information (i.e. database for the system; col. 9, 

lines 48-67). 

Sitaraman et al. do not teach a second obtaining part which obtains 
configuration information of a failed terminal which is associated with failure 
information which is sent from said failed terminal, or, which obtains configuration 
information of said failed terminal by identifying the newest configuration 
information of said failed terminal which is stored in said storing part. 
Opoczynski teachs a second obtaining part which obtains configuration 
information of a failed terminal which is associated with failure information which 
is sent from said failed terminal, or, which obtains configuration information of 
said failed terminal by identifying the newest configuration information of said 
failed terminal which is stored in said storing part (abstract; col. 4, line 44 - col. 5, 
line 5). However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to combine the teachings of Sitaraman et al. and 
Opoczynski because that would initiate facility and maintenance procedures (col. 
2, lines 40-58). 
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Neither Sitaraman et al. nor Opoczynski teach an extraction part which 
extracts difference information between configuration information obtained by 
said second obtaining part and configuration information stored in said storing 
part. Tonelli et al. teach an extraction part which extracts difference information 
between configuration information obtained by said second obtaining part and 
configuration information stored in said storing part (col. 22, lines 8-29; col. 4, 
lines 28-45). However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify the combination of Sitaraman et al. and 
Opoczynski with Tonelli et al. because that would provide addition or removal of 
information from configurations for design purpose (col. 2, lines 50-59). 



14. As to claim 4, Sitaraman et al. teach apparatus further comprising: 

an issuing part which issues, to a terminal, an instruction for said terminal 
to send configuration information when a configuration information ID sent from 
said terminal is not the same as the newest configuration information ID which is 
stored in said storing part (i.e. receives latest information; col. 19, lines 30-41); 
and 

wherein said first obtaining part obtains configuration information sent in 
response to said instruction (col. 9, lines 48-67). 
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15. As to claim 14, Sitaraman et al. teach computer readable medium 
comprising: 

a first obtaining program code means which obtains configuration 
information of terminals sent from said terminals (i.e. user information; col. 9, 
lines 57-67); and 

a program code means which accesses a storing part which stores said 
configuration information obtained by said first obtaining part while bringing said 
configuration information into correspondence with generation information (i.e. 
database for the system; col. 9, lines 48-67). 

Sitaraman et al. do not teach a second obtaining program code means 
which obtains configuration information of a failed terminal which is associated 
with failure information which is sent from said failed terminal, or, which obtains 
configuration information of said failed terminal by identifying the newest 
configuration information of said failed terminal which is stored in said storing 
part. Opoczynski teachs a second obtaining program code means which obtains 
configuration information of a failed terminal which is associated with failure 
information which is sent from said failed terminal, or, which obtains configuration 
information of said failed terminal by identifying the newest configuration 
information of said failed terminal which is stored in said storing part (abstract; 
col. 4, line 44 - col. 5, line 5). However, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the teachings of 
Sitaraman et al. and Opoczynski because that would initiate facility and 
maintenance procedures (col. 2, lines 40-58). 
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Neither Sitaraman et ai. nor Opoczynski teach an extraction program code 
means which extracts difference information between configuration information 
obtained by said second obtaining part and configuration information stored in 
said storing part. Tonelli et al. teach an extraction program code means which 
extracts difference information between configuration information obtained by 
said second obtaining part and configuration information stored in said storing 
part (col. 22, lines 8-29; col. 4, lines 28-45). However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
combination of Sitaraman et al. and Opoczynski with Tonelli et al. because that 
would provide addition or removal of information from configurations for design 
purpose (col. 2, lines 50-59). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

16. Claims 6,7, 12, and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mohammad O. Farooq whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-3888. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on (703) 308-3301. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Mohammad O. Farooq 
August 6, 2004 
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